Trichius) were collected and recorded from this region. A checklist of Iranian Scarabaeoidea is provided.
INTRODUCTION
The superfamily Scarabaeoidea comprises worldwide more than 35 000 species (RATCLIFFE & PAULSEN 2008) . The family Scarabaeidae as presently defined consists of over 30 000 species of beetles worldwide (RATCLIFFE et al. 2002) . Scarab beetles are one of the most important insect groups, and they are a conspicuous component of the beetle fauna in almost all ecosystems (WOODRUFF 1973) . Scarabs are stout-bodied beetles, many with bright metallic colors, measuring between 5-60 mm. They have distinctive, clubbed 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Among the collected specimens of Scarabaeoidea from Golestan province, totally 19 species from 16 genera were identified. All species are new for Golestan province and one new for Iranian fauna. Since Golestan province boasts a diverse flora and various geographical regions (HASSAN ZADEH et al. 1993 ), a diverse fauna of Scarabaeoidea is expected for this region and requires further study. Although one species of this research is new country record, such faunistic works are valuable for advancing the knowledge of specialists on the Iranian fauna. Determining the main host plants of Scarabaeoidea and also the most important natural enemies of these insects can be valuable research topics. The list of species (19 species from 16 genera) is given below. Owing to a high habitat diversity, Iranian wildlife is very rich and diversified. This trend is also applicable to Scarabaeoidea, whose checklist includes 509 species and subspecies belonging to 107 genera (see checklist). Unfortunately, the number of recorded species is not on a par with the knowledge on their ranges and habitat relationships. Iran has 31 administrative provinces, but faunistic information about scarab beetles has been gathered only from a dozen of them, and a preliminary inventory has been made for just a few areas. This underlines the necessity to intensify research, particularly faunistic and ecological studies.
CHECKLIST OF IRANIAN SCARABAEOIDEA

Family: Lucanidae LATREILLE, 1804
Subfamily 
